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A tangible bridge between young creativity and the enterprise system. This is the moving spirit of the City Limits project, in line with the mission
that ten years ago led to the creation of the www.artegiovane.it portal, now a thriving virtual gallery and a vital incubator of business projects
centred on the talent of emerging artists.

Creativity, art and culture are an added value for companies and may be factors of growth when facing delicate international competitive
challenges, among other things, and in dealing with the Chinese market and the Chinese cultural scene.

Conceiving and organising this exhibition project in a context such as the Shaghai Expo strengthens our conviction that contemporary art is
destined to become an increasingly powerful area to deal with the ethics of integration and of sustainable development.

Wherever sudden technological changes and cultural melting pots increasingly require dynamic tools of dialogue and discussion, creativity can
come to our aid as a universal language. This also holds true for enterprises.

The City Limits project stems from this idea, where the concept of “limit” unleashes all its explosive power, acting as a stimulus to go beyond, to
imagine, to inquire into and question things, thus contributing to sustainable progress.

Treating creative young people as a valuable asset is an almost natural commitment for the prestigious enterprises from the communication and
design sector participating in the ATl ltalyChinaCom joint venture. These companies started out by doing business in their traditional markets
and now feel strongly the need to become involved in Shanghai and China, using the power of creativity and innovation to this end.

We do not wish to consider City Limits as a goal, but rather as a starting point to build a platform of dialogue and discussion between the areas
of creative excellence from the Emilia-Romagna Region and ltaly in general and those from China, pushing beyond the boundaries and limits of
cultures that - only on the surface - appear to be so distant.
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The exhibit responds to the call to reflect upon the theme of the Shanghai Expo 2010, "Better City, Better Life”, by highlighting the works of

five ltalian visual artists from Emilia-Romagna. Consistently with my objective of privileging artists whose studies focus on media images —
possibly the most representative images of contemporary life — the distinguishing feature of these five artists is their peculiar penchant for visual
experimentation through the particular use of photography and video. Silvia Camporesi, Cristian Chironi, Guido Meschiari, Davide Tranchina and
Diego Zuelli work in some of the most culturally thriving cities in Emilia-Romagna, and have exhibited their work at some of the most prestigious
galleries and museums both in ltaly and outside.

The best starting point for organising any exhibition is always the quality of the artists and, in this case, the theme of the Expo was an important
additional stimulus. When talking about solutions to improve living conditions in urban centres, the most obvious strategy might be to call on the
many artists who use their photographic and video equipment to document the city. Instead of that, | have thought it more interesting to address
the theme in a different way and to base the exhibit on works whose references to the urban dimension are less explicit. The exhibit in fact puts
the spotlight on the boundaries of the city — not so much the city’s geographical and territorial boundaries but rather those suggested by our
mind. More than a direct vision of palpable places, it represents an evasion from reality in a quest for mental well-being; a metaphorical escape
from the metropolis in an attempt to find suggestions in its borders that can contribute to the improvement of life.

| believe this oneiric dimension is an antidote to the visual and psychological pollution we are subjected to; hence my suggestion, “Close your
eyes and dream”, in the exhibit subtitle itself, inviting the visitor to perform a small action as a kind of therapy. It is only by dissociating the
eyesight and the mind from the urban context that we can open ourselves to the dimension of dreams and conceive solutions to make life in our
cities more sustainable.

The works of the artists displayed in the exhibit seem to suggest the need to carve out one’s own observation space, to temporarily distance
oneself from the real, to nurture the oneiric activity and allow the dream to become reality. To avoid using the displayed works instrumentally,
however, we should duly point out that they were produced at different times and were inspired by different intellectual stimuli. They
nevertheless share an undeniable common factor, namely a clear intention to conceive works that constantly tread a fine line between reality and
pretence, where the idea of filming a story has given way to the suggestions of the setting, getting rid of every distinction between static and
moving images and between view shooting and computer reconstruction.
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Born in Forli in 1973. Lives and works in Forli.

Using the languages of photography and video, and frequently resorting to self-representation, she creates stories that draw inspiration from
mythology, literature, religions and real life. Her investigations develop along the fine borderline between imagination and reality, between being
awake and dreaming, in contexts where the subject is always in mutual communication with the natural element, striving to transcend the limits
of body and mind. In 2007 she produced the video Dance dance dance, entitled after a novel by Haruki Murakami: «...to dance, to keep dancing.
To dance without ever stopping. Don't ask yourself why. Don't think about what it means. Meaning doesn’t matter, if you start thinking about
these things your feet will seize up»*. Inside a swimming pool, a swimmer embarks on a slow investigation process, striving to overcome a limit
at once physical and spiritual. Her latest work, Secondo vento (Second Wind) (2010) is a video featuring a European Karate champion, for which
she draws her inspiration from Simone Weil's Notebooks and the possibility of spiritual uplifting through the beauty of the martial arts. Since
2000 she has exhibited her works at numerous exhibitions in Italy and abroad.
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Born in Nuoro in 1974. Lives and works in Orani (Nuoro) and Bologna.

A visual artist and a performer, he is interested in various languages, including photography, video, drawing, works on paper and public activities,
frequently seeking to achieve integration between different genres. His studies attempt to inter-relate a plurality of concepts such as reality

and pretence, historical memory and contemporary life, figure and image, conflict and integration, the material and the immaterial. In 2006 he
produced Le petit, a series of eleven photographs and a video centred on an obsessively recurring image: the portrait of a young woman in a
wedding dress. In other works, this photo — always the same one — takes the shape of a dress or a mask, whereas in this particular context it is
transformed into a house, becoming a recurrent element and multiplying itself through the landscape, almost as if pointing to a way. He is curren-
tly working on a project entitled Cutter, with the intention of producing a series of artist's books, a performance and a video. Through the use of
this tool, the artist removes from the images everything that is under extinction or already extinct, including natural habitats, glaciers, seabeds,
panoramas, animals, customs, marks and traditions, giving careful thought to the conceptual aspect as well as the idea of a new aesthetic vision
between the pages.

1974F WA TERS, PEFNIETRNE (BRT ) MBEREL,

MR ZARIERR , AEERHFRAFR , WRA, W, 28, BENQHES , EIRIATFERTANEME. tHHRENE
RSB BNRE , MASKSHBRR, HEEZNSRETE, BENESG. PREME. BENELR, 20065 , elfET (b) , (
Py BB+ - MER M-, EEBEFFRE - RKEANREHINWEG L | —NFBESNFRLZT, EHMERD , XKRA
- RARL - RUKRBRREENEREEZEFFEREINEE , AMERERX—BEERT , SRULEEE , B - NREHANTE , HE
EGPTERA , AHEEHER. Bal , MEEE—IER (1) , AFEFXPERMEA—RIZARBE, BHHNWHR. EXEE
@, ZRRMBGFREAMERARDLHANEY , AP EFaRAEE k., K, BE. RR, 319, XA, FiEAES , §-TEHR
BMENBSNHEFNABBE,

www.cristianchironi.it






Born in Carpi in 1982. Lives and works in Modena.

His studies use the photographic tool as a means of investigating the reality, the nuances, the habits and the customs of our times. He seeks to
illustrate the developments of a society strongly influenced by the new means of communication. In his Beautiful Agony (2010), he reflects upon
the allusive power of photography by isolating details of videos from websites by the same name, highlighting the way in which a simper of
pleasure can be mistaken for a grimace of pain. In his series Ascolta i pixel (Listen to the pixels) (2010) the goal he sets himself is to reformulate
the classic conception of a portrait, denying what is usually designated as its underpinning, namely the look in the eye of the subject. The
subjects of his photos are asked to close their eyes for a few seconds, abandoning themselves to their own thoughts and thus presenting
themselves in a more sincere way. He has a degree in Communication Science from the University of Reggio Emilia and is studying for his
two-year postgraduate diploma in Photography at the Brera Academy in Milan. In the last few years he has been working at Oliviero Toscani's La
Sterpaia.
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Born in Bologna in 1972. Lives and works in Bologna, Milan and Bergamo.

His first complete study, Safari metropolitano (Metropolitan safari), which he started working on in 1998, consists of black and white images in
fake reportage style through which we can infer that the artist's areas of interest are the most oneiric aspects of the real and meta-linguistic
reflection.

In 2002 he started his Through the globe series, an imaginary journey around the world through photographs of the artificial landscapes found
inside souvenir glass spheres (snowglobes), which underscored his increasing interest in images that explore the ambiguous relationship
between the real and multiple representations of reality. In 2003 he exhibited his works at a two-man exhibition held in the Spazio Aperto of
the Bologna Gallery of Modern Art. In 2005 he was invited to participate in the group exhibit Italian camera held at the Island of San Servolo in
Venice. His latest study, Big Bang (2009), is a description of the remote worlds evoked by transfiguring everyday household objects within the
microcosm of the darkroom without the use of the camera. Since 2006 he has been holding the course on Photographic Direction in the Two-
year Postgraduate Photography Degree of the Brera Academy in Milan. Since 2009 he has been teaching Photography at the Carrara Academy
of Fine Arts in Bergamo.
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Born in Reggio Emilia in 1979 . Lives and works in Modena.

He works with video and computer graphics. In his modus operandi the infinite combination possibilities of the synthetic image become a tool
for investigating existing reality while drawing in art history, cinema and photography in the development of his work. In just over two minutes, his
videos show minimal, cyclically re-presented, scenes where the absence or discrete presence of sound shifts the focus on the almost hypnotic
shape of the subject. In 2002 he produced 3000 esposizioni ultrarapide (3000 ultra-rapid exposures) in which he presented a different,
mathematical and distilled vision of one of the most typical landscapes of Emilia Romagna, an area familiar to the artist but which might appear
alien to a foreign eye. His poetics is well summarized by the following quote from Jean Epstein: «We haven't seen the Earth, nor anything of it, if
we've seen it without letting go of its movement. We need to move more quickly and more like it; letting that bell tower flee, reaching it, moving
it, putting it back among the hills opening out, in the merry-go-round of the poplars playing prisoner's base»*. Working with computer graphics
indeed means having total control over reality, modelling objects, adding colour and changing the perspective.
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Catalogue: City Limits. Close your eyes and dream

Coordination : Industree

© Luca Panaro for the texts dedicated to the artists and the critical note
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Industree was founded in 1992 and is one of the main

ltalian independent communication agencies. Its unique
organizational model is divided in specialist units to oversee
the entire communication chain and to preside over all the
areas covered by the strategic and operational activities
connected with the brand name.

lts main customers include Vodafone, UniCredit Group, Nike,
Philiphs, Ferrero, Sap ltalia, Magneti Marelli, Poste Italiane and
Nestle.

Digital media communication agency was founded in 1999
and is currently one of the most innovative enterprises

on the ltalian panorama in this sector thanks to its

strategic understanding of the competitive advantages of
communication through the web and digital media and its
ability to interpret them on the basis of company requirements.
Its main customers include Il Sole 24 Ore, Gruppo editoriale
L'Espresso, Fastweb, MTV Mobile, Decathlon, Baci Perugina,
Intesa San Paolo, Martini, Abarth, Ubi Banca, Helvetia
Assicurazioni, Zurich, Visa and Brico Center.

WeDo specializes in communications projects for trade shows
and general and in-store events. Thanks to its streamlined
structure and creative approach, it has the ability to offer
extremely prompt and effective strategies, to achieve the
maximum returns from its customers’ investment in terms of
time, expenditure and results.

Its main customers include Regione Emilia-Romagna, Piaggio
Aero, Ceramica Sant'Agostino, Florim Ceramiche, Fulltech,
Impronta Ceramiche, Salmson ltalia and TechnologyShop.

Utilizes the versatility of 3D and motion graphics for the
production and development of audio-visual materials and
other applications designed for the advertising, architectural
and design sectors, the medical and industrial applications
sectors, and the world of entertainment and show business.
Its main customers include Franco Cosimo Panini, Colorica
and Berloni.
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